
Dear church, 

For many of us, the arrival of the autumn season brings a variety of things to mind. Apple cider, bonfires, 

beautiful leaves on the trees, football, fall festivals... the list could go on.  

 

Aside from these things, the arrival of autumn also brings to mind the start of a new year of church 

programming. This is often a time in which there is a great deal of activity in the church as some people are 

returning after summer vacations and time away.  

 

This year, of course, is a little different. Due to continuing concerns about the COVID-19 virus, many of the 

normal activities we're used to are not able to happen the way they usually do. I know we would all like to 

operate as normal, but as a church we need to continue to be mindful of how we're keeping our congregants and 

community safe. As others have said, showing caution in how we operate is a great way to love our neighbors. 

We do continue to think about how we can begin to safely host some of normal activities as soon as possible. 

 

However, even though things might not be totally normal this season, there are still a number of great things 

happening at the church! We continue to have worship services on Sunday mornings at 10:30 with several ways 

to participate. You can attend in person (with masks and social distancing), watch live on Facebook, or view it 

later through email as I send out a link to the video of the service on Sunday afternoon. We have people 

engaging in all of these ways with our service, and several congregants told me that they are very grateful for 

the opportunity to worship even if they’re not yet comfortable attending in person. We even have a few folks 

watching each week from other cities, states, and occasionally other countries! 

 

If you have been at church, you might have noticed that there has been some significant work that’s being done 

to the church grounds. This includes the church exterior being washed and sealed. There is also 

new landscaping outside the church building and courtyard. New fencing has also been put up flanking the 

daycare next door and the parsonage, which we are hopeful will soon be sold. The Mullen Prayer Garden is also 



being renovated, with new fencing, seating, and surfacing so that we can once again use it for worship and other 

activities as in years past. All of this will make our church more inviting for members and guests alike. And this 

was done at no cost to the church, thanks to the generosity of one church member. 

 

We have also made great strides in the area of technology. While we still have some occasional hiccups, our 

sound and video crew has been hard at work improving the quality of our online streaming and sound for our 

services over the last few months. This has been done with very limited cost to the church due to wise 

stewardship and gifts from a few church members. On a related note, we are currently working to improve our 

phone system which has been in need of an upgrade of awhile. Like the work done to the building, these 

changes are things that will not just benefit the church now, but for years to come. 

 

Meanwhile, we have a number of very committed volunteers who faithfully serve the church. These include our 

prayer team that meets each Wednesday to pray for those on our prayer list, our trustees and others who take 

care of the building, mow the grass, and keep the flowers looking beautiful, the food pantry volunteers that staff 

our pantry each Saturday morning and stock and prepare it during the week, our sound and video crew that 

helps each week with our services, our greeters and money counters, Red Bird mission team, Panera Bread 

ministry, and church council. Many of these groups have not let the pandemic slow them down. I want to say a 

very, very sincere thank you to all of you and anyone I have forgotten! 

 

I do want to say very clearly, though, that we are still in need of more volunteers to help out in a variety of ways 

around the church. Moreover, we continue to be totally reliant on the faithful giving of the congregation each 

month. As we continue in this time, we very much need your support as we go about our work of ministry. 

 

Out of all that's happening, the best news is that God is still at work in the hearts and lives of the people at 

Belmont United Methodist Church. Despite the highs and lows, good or ill, God is still with us in this autumn 



season. As I said in a recent service, I pray that we all truly build our lives and our church on God, who is our 

one sure foundation. 

 

On the journey with you, 

 

Pastor Jordan 

 


